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⇒ ECOWAS Brown Card Scheme equivalent to Green Card 
 

⇒ Côte d'Ivoire sets up a National Committee on Shea 
 

⇒ Ghana ports top them all 

The ECOWAS Brown Card Scheme is equiva-
lent of the Green Card in the European Com-
munity, the Pink Card of the Arab countries and 
Yellow Card within the East African Economic 
bloc. 
 This was revealed by the CEO & General Sec-
retary of Ghana Bureau of the ECOWAS 
Brown Card Insurance Scheme, Mr. Gabriel 
Glover, at Aflao and Ho in the Volta Region 
when he held a capacity building seminar for 
stakeholders drawn from the Ghana Immigra-
tion Service, Police MTTU, Freight Forwarders and others recently. 
 The purpose of the workshop was to educate stakeholders on the 
Scheme’s operations and the role stakeholders need to play to make it 
effective for the benefit of our citizens. 
The ECOWAS Brown Card Scheme helps to promote free movement 
of persons and goods within the sub-region.  It plays an important role 
in the integration process, and promotes trade in the region. 
 “The ECOWAS Brown Card Insurance Scheme was established by 

Protocol on the free movement of persons and goods 
across national boundaries of ECOWAS member-
states. The Brown Card scheme is equivalent of the 
Green Card in the European community, the Pink 
Card of the Arab countries and the Yellow Card with-
in the East African Economic block. It is one of the 
first protocols to be implemented since the birth of 
ECOWAS in 1975,” Mr. Glover explained. 
The CEO said that Ghana established the National 
Bureau in 1988 and it has been operational to date. 
The Ghana National Bureau is made up of Insurance 

companies licenced to underwrite motor insurance business in Ghana. 
 The new secured ECOWAS Brown Card, which is an improved certif-
icate expected to curb the use of fake Brown Cards in the system, was 
shown to the participants. The new Brown Card is a single leaflet for-
mat with security features, with a hologram, and printed in invisible ink 
visible only under ultra-violet light. It has on spot check watermarked 
with a two colour secured fluorescent fiber inlaid. 

Source: B&FT Online | Ghana 
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The Ministry of Agriculture in Côte d’Ivoire has set up a “national ad 
hoc committee” on Shea. This was contained in a letter addressed to the 
president of the stakeholders in the shea value chain dated September 2, 
2015 and signed, on behalf of the Minister, by Mr. Coulibaly Siaka Mi-
nayaha –Chief Director at the Ministry of Agriculture. 
 
 The committee, referred to as “The Shea Committee” will have as its 
“main objective to initiate and coordinate all activities related to the 
elaboration of a structural strategy for the shea value chain. 
 
According to the letter, during an international conference on Shea in 
Cote d’Ivoire in March 2014 there were discussions between the Minis-
try and key actors to define the stakes, problems, and above all, to deter-
mine a structural strategy for this value chain for more profitability. For 
this reason the committee has been created in accordance with ministeri-
al decision No 008/MINAGRI/CAB of July 22, 2015. 
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Ghana’s ports have been declared or named the best performing ports 
at the maiden edition of the African Ports Awards held in the Ivorian 
city of Abidjan. 

The awards were facilitated by the Association of the Ports of Western 
and Central Africa (AGPAOC) and Port Management Association of 
West & Central Africa (PMAWCA). 

The organisers accessed 22 ports that are all regular member-ports of 
the Association and nine associate members, including landlocked 
countries and Maritime Organisations, all located along the West 
Coast of the Africa Continent extending from Mauritania to Angola. 

According to organisers of the African Ports Awards’ maiden edition, 
the increasing preference for maritime transport requires ports to be 
highly equipped with infrastructure, technologies and high-level hu-
man resources -- hence the need to indirectly create competition 
among ports in the region. The organiser admitted that though it is the 
case every port is expected to be the best destination, the experiences 
of one port can be profitable to another if they are well published. 

Speaking in an interview, the Director General (DG) of the Ghana 
Ports and Harbours Authority (GPHA) Richard Anamoo said the 
award means their performance is being recognised by the maritime 
community, and it is a signal that whatever they do either at the water-
front or landside competitors in the other African countries are also 
assessing their performance. “It is also a message that whatever we are 
doing the maritime community is a concern; and the better we can 
perform, the more opportunity there is that we can become the hub for 
business and commerce.” 

He said: “Our strategic 
objective over the past 
few years was focused on 
performance, and high 
efficiency is our goal”. 

 
 
Source: B&FT Online | Ghana 
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